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MOSQUITOES — FIGHT THE BITE CAMPAIGN 
Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

HON ALYSSA HAYDEN (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [10.02 am]: I rise to alert 
members to the Fight the Bite campaign to control mosquitoes and reduce the incidence of mosquito-borne 
diseases that was launched by Hon Dr Kim Hames, Minister for Health, in Mandurah recently. Mosquitoes and 
mosquito-borne diseases place a heavy human and financial burden on the affected individuals, communities and 
the healthcare system. I am advised that each year, more than 1 000 people are infected with a mosquito-borne 
disease in Western Australia. These diseases include Ross River virus, Barmah Forest virus, Murray Valley 
encephalitis virus and Kunjin virus. Unfortunately, there is no cure for mosquito-borne diseases acquired in 
Western Australia and there are no vaccines or specific treatments. The only way people can protect themselves 
is to avoid being bitten. In addition to viruses contracted here, there has been a significant increase in 
Western Australians contracting mosquito-borne diseases while travelling abroad. In the past year, more than 
500 WA residents returned to Western Australia with an exotic mosquito-borne disease, such as dengue and 
malaria. 

The Liberal–National government has a strong commitment to controlling mosquitoes. I am aware that 
Dr Hames, as both the Minister for Health and the member for Dawesville, which includes areas where 
mosquitoes are particularly prevalent, has a strong personal commitment. At the last election, the government 
committed $4 million over four years to funding for mosquito eradication, including working with local 
government to support on-the-ground management of mosquito populations and funding for research. The 
Fight the Bite campaign is one of a number of programs the government is supporting with this funding. It is an 
innovative mosquito-awareness campaign that will roll out over the 2015 and 2016 peak mosquito seasons in 
both the south and north of the state. The campaign is based on WA Health research that shows that although 
people are commonly bitten at home, the community lacks awareness of the risks associated with mosquitoes 
and simple ways to protect themselves. It focuses on ensuring that members of the community are aware of how 
to reduce the risks and impacts associated with mosquito bites. Individuals are encouraged to protect themselves 
and their families from mosquitoes in three ways: covering up, using repellent and cleaning up areas around the 
home where mosquitoes can breed. 

Fight the Bite also targets people travelling within Western Australia and Western Australians travelling to 
regions overseas where mosquito-borne diseases are prevalent. The state government has been working with 
local governments on mosquito-control initiatives and appreciates the high level of cooperation and support. 
I am confident that the cooperative effort between the state government, local government and the broader 
community will have a significant and long-lasting impact in better controlling mosquitoes and reducing the 
incidence of mosquito-borne diseases. I encourage all members to listen to and apply the Fight the Bite messages 
to better protect themselves, their families and the community from mosquitoes and mosquito-borne diseases. 
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